IOWA STUDENT LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

Iowa State Center – October 26, 2009
INFORMATION FOR PARTICIPANTS

CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS AND PROGRAM
CONFERENCE COSTS

The registration fee for the conference is $40.00 per student and $40.00 per adult.  Some schools allow more students to attend by having each student pay all or part of their registration fee.  The same arrangement holds true for handling hotel expenses.  This enables entire councils to participate.  Yes, there is still time to register and/or add more students to your registration.

DIRECTIONS TO C.Y. STEPHENS AND SCHEMAN BUILDING
Most of you will arrive at Ames via Interstate 35.  When you reach Ames via I 35, take the Highway 30 West exit.  Stay on Highway 30 until you see the Iowa State Center Exit University Blvd (formally Elwood Drive).  Take the Iowa State Center Exit and follow the signs to the Iowa State Center (approximately 2 miles from the exit).  You will pass the football stadium to your left.  Iowa State Center which includes C.Y. Stephens Auditorium and the Scheman Building (via walkway from Stephens) are located just up the road from the football stadium and can be seen to the left as well.

PARKING

There is ample parking in the Iowa State Center area for automobiles, vans and buses.

REGISTRATION

A registration table will be located outside the auditorium on the main floor of C.Y. Stephens Auditorium at 8:30 AM.  Each advisor and participant will receive an envelope containing a program, lunch ticket, name tag, evaluation form, and other information.   The envelopes are organized by the name of the city and then school represented.  One person from each school is asked to go to the registration table upon arrival, state the name of their city and school and pick up all the envelopes for their school.  After 10:30 AM the registration table will be in the main lobby of the Scheman Building.

SESSION LOCATIONS

The General Session will include:  the presentation of awards, keynote speaker Josh Sundquist, and Motivational Media’s presentation.  Lunch will be held in the Scheman Building following Mr. Sundquist’s presentation at 11:30 AM.  Special Interest Topic Sessions will begin immediately after lunch in the Scheman Building at 12:00 PM.  The Scheman Building is a short distance, via walkway, from CY Stephens Auditorium.  All rooms will be marked with the session topics scheduled to be held in the room.  In the Scheman Building, the different floors (levels) are identified as ground floor, first floor, and second floor.  Students/Advisors will be asked to complete an online evaluation form at www.iowastudentcouncils.org after the conference.
BREAKOUT SESSIONS
The Special Interest Topic Sessions will begin immediately after lunch with a new format.  There are three half hour sessions.  Delegates will remain in their 2nd session for the 3rd session as a facilitator will be leading them in an idea exchange.  It is recommended that students from the same school attend different sessions to enable as broad coverage of the conference as possible.  If the chairs in a session are filled, students will be expected to select another session.  Because we are attempting to balance participation in the sessions, students are asked not to stand along the sides, bring in additional chairs, or sit on the floor.  It is up to each advisor to make sure their students are held accountable for attending the sessions provided.  Please encourage your students to get the most that they can from this one day conference.  If you would like examples of forms to use with your students to report back on what they learned at the sessions contact kaneiber@aol.com or go to forms at the state website.

SPECIAL TRAINING/BREAKOUT SESSION

RSVP – Raising Student Voice and Participation”.   NOTE:  This training will take up all three sessions from 12:00-1:50.  RSVP is a national program.  This workshop trains students and advisors/administrators in a great program that provides a way to extend leadership opportunities to students beyond your student councils.  It provides and avenue for students to stand up, speak up, and participate in a positive change in your school.  Any questions, please contact Cathy Ahrens, cahrens@bettendorf.k12.ia.us.

SACK LUNCH

Lunch is included as part of your registration fee.  Student lunches will be served between 11:30 AM and 11:50 AM on the ground floor outside of the Scheman Building, weather permitting.  A lunch ticket will be placed in the packet that each participant will receive at registration.  Lost, stolen, or misplaced tickets cannot be replaced.  Each student will be required to pick up their own lunch.  Only one lunch per student will be passed out, regardless of the number of tickets they present.  If there are leftover lunches after everyone has been served, they will be distributed on a first come, first serve basis.  Lunch for advisors will be served just outside, to the north of Benton Auditorium, where there is a special seating area for them.

PLEASE ENCOURAGE YOUR STUDENTS TO PICK UP AFTER THEMSELVES – TRASH RECEPTACLES WIL BE STRATEGICALLY LOCATED!!
EMERGENCY NUMBERS

The telephone number at the Scheman Building is (515)294-3347.  Messages can be directed to be left with Kelly Neiber at the information desk located in the main lobby of the Scheman Building.  We will do our best to see that they are delivered.

REFUNDS

Sorry, we are unable to make refunds to schools who are unable to attend.  Please contact Kelly Neiber prior to Friday, October 23, 2009, at kaneiber@aol.com, if you are aware of any changes in the number of delegates you will be sending.  The numbers I have on that date are the ones you will be charged for.

COATS – LOST AND FOUND ARTICLES

Coats may be hung in areas near the lobbies.  Use of those unsupervised areas is at your own risk.  Lost and found articles should be turned in or inquired about at the information desk, located in the main lobby of the Scheman Building.

COFFEE – ADVISORS

A hospitality table will be set up for advisors in the Scheman Building in Benton Auditorium.  Coffee and tea will be available.

HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS

Schools arriving on Sunday for the conference may obtain group rates at the Hotel at Gateway Center.  You may make reservations by calling the hotel and informing them you are with the conference (800-FOR-AMES).  Address:  U.S. 30 and Elwood Drive, Ames, IA.  The hotel has an indoor swimming pool.  Check in will be after 4:00 P.M.

SUNDAY EVENING ACTIVITY

Sunday evening activities will be held at the Hotel at Gateway Center in the North Ballroom, beginning at 8:00 PM.  Featured is keynote speaker Jim Kenaga.  Jim is one of our own!!  He is a retired guidance counselor and student council advisor from Osage.   He is a licensed Hypnotist.  He has performed for us at the fall conference and at the national level many times.  His show will entertain you and make you laugh.  You are in for a real treat!  There will be no chairs provided for students so they have better access to view the stage.  There will be chairs around the outside of the room for advisors to sit in however.  Please explain this to your students!!

Students who attended ILTC this past summer at UNI should plan to meet with camp staff at 7:00 PM in the North Ballroom.  These students will be helping with activities Sunday night and Monday morning.  Details will be explained to them at this meeting.

Sunday Advisor optional session:  IASC Executive Director, Kelly Neiber, will be in the Harvest Room, on the 2nd floor at the top of the stairs across from the restaurant.  She will have a nuts and bolts session and will be available to answer any questions you may have about student council.  
SUNDAY EVENING GUIDELINES
We are asking all advisors who will be staying overnight Sunday evening to require their students to attend this activity.  Students associated with this conference should not be allowed to roam the hotel they are staying in without appropriate adult supervision.  We realize that we are dealing with student leaders and are hopeful that they will conduct themselves as such.  Our past experience has indicated that it takes only one student to damage the reputation of an entire school delegation.  Extra security measures will be taken by the hotel to prevent occurrences of vandalism within the hotel and the hotel rooms.  Individual schools occupying rooms where vandalism has occurred will be contacted after the conference.  Please check each room on the morning of the conference before check out at the hotel to make sure students have left rooms in an appropriate manner.  For the liability protection of advisor’s and adult chaperones, we strongly discourage allowing any student to leave the hotel on Sunday evening, for whatever reason, without an adult chaperone.  One adult chaperone is recommended for every 10 students in attendance.  Advisors are expected to be in attendance at Sunday evening’s program with their students for supervisory purposes.  We ask for your complete support and cooperation with supervision.

CODE FOR BEHAVIORAL EXPECTATIONS

A “Code for Behavioral Expectations” adopted and revised in 2000 by the Iowa Association of Student Councils Advisory Board, is included in this mailing.  Please sit down with your students before leaving for the conference and make sure they understand these expectations, as well as a consequence for their actions.  The mandatory 10:00 PM CURFEW will be in effect on Sunday evening.  This means that all students attending this conference and staying in any motel/hotel in Ames on that Sunday evening are to be in their assigned rooms with the lights out at this time.  Please do not allow your students to rent movies to view unless you know that movie will be over by 10:00 PM.  Every precaution must and will be taken to ensure the safety and wellbeing of each delegate in attendance.  Any student(s) found out of their assigned rooms, without an adult escort after this time, for any reason (ice, pop, candy, pizza, in a room not assigned to them, etc) will stay with hotel personnel until their advisor can be notified.  Advisors/chaperones are ultimately responsible for supervision and for seeing that the delegates attending from their respective schools adhere to the behavioral expectations.  There will be other hotel guests staying at the motels/hotels in Ames, on this Sunday evening that are not with this conference.  It is imperative that students demonstrate mature and considerate behavior so that all guests have an enjoyable stay at their respective motels/hotels.
I.A.S.C. ADVISORY BOARD MEETING
The Iowa Association of Student Councils Advisory Board will be held at 2:30 PM at the Hotel at Gateway Center on Sunday evening.  This meeting will be held to discuss the annual newsletter and a brief business meeting.  Immediately following this meeting the board will be conducting interviews for the Iowa State Student Officer positions.
Thank you for your support and continued participation.  If you have any questions or concerns you may contact Kelly Neiber at kaneiber@aol.com.  On the day of the conference you may contact Kelly at the registration table in the main lobby of C.Y. Stephens Auditorium if you have any questions.  There will be an ILTC Staff and IASC board members assisting at the information desk in the main lobby of the C.Y. Stephens and the Scheman Building on the day of the conference if you need assistance with anything.
IASC SHIRTS FOR SALE

The IASC State Officers have designed an association t-shirt that will be on sale Sunday and Monday for $12.  Checks can be made out to SAI.  There is a limited number available, so get them early.  The logo on the shirt is the same one that is at the top of the new webpage at www.iowastudentcouncils.org.
VOLUNTARY EVENTS
Also, IASC was contacted by the Haunted Forest in Ames.  The Iowa Association of Student Councils does not sponsor this activity but are merely letting delegates know it exists.  It is one block east of the ISU Jack Trice Football Stadium.  It takes at least 20 minutes to get through the forest.  A discounted rate of $10 per person has been quoted. To get the group rate they ask that one person come to the ticket window and buy all the tickets at once. This cuts down on confusion on who is in your group and who is not.  It’s the 10th year that they have done this event.  If you are interested in having your group attend, contact Lee Ballard by October 21, 2009 to make arrangements as he is willing to accommodate delegate schedules.  He can be reached at 515-249-0553 (cell), 515-964-7603 (home), or email (Leehauntedforest@aol.com).  You can visit www.ameshauntedforest.com for more information.

CAMP 
 ILTC 2009 staff and delegates are asked to meet in the North Ballroom at 7:00 PM to chat with camp friends and plan the activities you are will be responsible for on Sunday night and Monday morning.  Thank you for playing an important part in this conference. 
The 1st Annual ILTC Retreat has been planned for Monday, December 21, 2009 from 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM at the School Administrator of Iowa offices in Clive, IA.  More information will be handed out at the Sunday evening activity and Monday at the conference.  Please see Kelly if you have questions or to get the information.  
